
Dear Freedman Families, 
 
It has only been a week, but it proved to be a lonely week since we last saw your child.  We miss seeing their smiles as 
they enter the classroom, excited for another day of learning and discovering.  We miss hearing their voices as they 
share a thought, an answer or an idea.  We miss watching them grow each day and being able to experience the wonder 
of life through their eyes. We sure do miss them, and all the energy, joy and love that they bring with them each and 
every day.   
 
What we are experiencing globally, locally and within our own neighborhoods has filled our hearts with fear, uncertainty 
and anxiety.  Each and every one of us carries our own story of how the Coronavirus effected our lives and disrupted our 
routines.  Your stories are important to me and matter, and our staff wants to help you during this trying time.  As you 
know, Aiken School District is providing breakfast and lunch to our communities.  If you need more information about 
where to receive a free meal, please call the school district at 803.641.2428  or Freedman Early Learning Center at 
803.663.4202.  If there is another matter in which you need assistance, please reach out to us as well.  I cannot promise 
that we have the answer, but I will promise that we will work with you to find a solution.   
 
Our classroom teachers have come up with a calendar of age appropriate activities that you can do daily with your child.  
Many of these activities link to a video, song or story and are followed up with suggestions of how to incorporate the 
activity into your day.  It should not take you more than 10 minutes to do each activity and those minutes spent 
interacting with your child could prove to be the most important minutes of your child’s day.  During this time, I 
encourage you to set aside your stress, fear and/or whatever other negative feeling these past few weeks have 
produced; and just enjoy those moments with your child.  Even if you do not engage in the calendar activity; playing, 
laughing, cuddling or reading with your child holds the potential of positively impacting both of you.   
 

 
 
My hope is that your child will be back at Freedman after Spring Break.  Until then, please know that the Freedman staff 
is keeping our families in our hearts and in our prayers.  Sending all of you wishes for health, wellness and peace in the 
up and coming weeks. 
 
Sincerely, 
ANN OLSEN, M.ED. 
Coordinator of Early Learning Programs 
Director, Freedman Early Learning Center 
(803)663-4204 
aolsen@acpsd.net 
 


